
The Writers’ Studio:  
A New Delivery System for First-Year Composition 

at Arizona State University 
 

Update—May 15, 2011 
 
Fall 2011 Offerings 
  
ENG 105 (86113)- iCourse 
ENG 105 (86114) – ASUOnline 

ENG 102 (86115) - iCourse 
ENG 102 (86116) –ASUOnline 

ENG 101 (86121) - iCourse 
ENG 101 (86122) - ASUOnline 

 
 
Features of the Online Writers’ Studio 
 

1. The planning and implementation team includes Duane Roen, Barbara Lafford, Sherry 
Rankins-Robertson, Tiffany Bourelle, Dawn Penich-Thacker, and James Wermers. The 
team is collaborating on all three courses—ENG 101, 102, 105. 

 
2. For fall 2011, the online Writers’ Studio versions of ENG 101, 102, and 105 will run for 

15 weeks. In the future, some sections will run for 7.5 weeks. 
 

3. The current enrollment cap for each section is 150 students, but the caps will be adjusted 
to meet demand. Each course section will be staffed by an appropriate number of 
instructors of record (one for each 150 students) and other instructional personnel.  

 
4. The syllabus for each course will have many of the features of a more traditional delivery 

model: 
 

a. Students will use digital textbooks, with readings, exercises, and guidance for 
developing writers. 

b. Students will complete typical writing projects in each course, with flexible 
options for topics, genres, modalities, and media.  

c. Students will have deadlines for drafts and revisions of each project in the course, 
but we assume that some students will work more quickly than others because 
they may wish to finish the course earlier. 

d. The process for composing any project will look fairly traditional: (1) explore 
potential topics for the project, (2) select a topic, (3) explore the topic through 
invention work and research, (4) produce draft(s), (5) seek feedback on draft(s), 
(6) revise draft(s), (7) edit and polish revised version of project, (8) submit 
project, (9) add final version of project to portfolio, (10) reflect on/analyze project 
in portfolio. 

 
 

5. A student will complete a course by crafting three projects, as well as a portfolio 
demonstrating prescribed learning outcomes. Developed and endorsed by the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators, an international organization, the outcomes 
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(http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html) include skills and knowledge in 
five areas:  

 
a. rhetorical knowledge: e.g., audience, purpose, situation 
b. critical reading, writing, and thinking 
c. composing processes: e.g., invention, research, drafting, revising, editing 
d. conventions of writing: e.g., genre conventions, editing conventions 
e. composing in digital environments 

 
6. Students will also demonstrate how they have developed habits of mind as outlined in 

“Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing” (http://wpacouncil.org/framework), 
developed and endorsed by the Council of Writing Program Administrators, the National 
Council of Teachers of English, and the National Writing Project:  

 
a. curiosity: the desire to know more about the world. 
b. openness: the willingness to consider new ways of being and thinking in the world. 
c. engagement: a sense of investment and involvement in learning. 
d. creativity: the ability to use novel approaches for generating, investigating, and 

representing ideas. 
e. persistence: the ability to sustain interest in and attention to short- and long-term 

projects. 
f. responsibility: the ability to take ownership of one’s actions and understand the 

consequences of those actions for oneself and others. 
g. flexibility: the ability to adapt to situations, expectations, or demands. 
h. metacognition: the ability to reflect on one’s own thinking as well as on the individual 

and cultural processes used to structure knowledge. 
 

7. To demonstrate course learning, each student will present a portfolio containing the 
following elements:  

 
a. Claim: In light of the learning outcomes for this course/program, here is what I have 

learned.  
b. Support: To support my claim, here is evidence that I have learned what I claim to 

have learned.  
c. Reflection/Analysis/Metacognition: Here is what my evidence reveals.  
d. Appendices: Here are supporting materials—e.g., full projects, transcripts of peer 

review. 
 

8. Students will use Google Sites, with password protection, to construct their portfolios. 
Google Sites is easy to use and allows for a wide range of file types, including audio and 
video. 

 
9. Although students will receive four rounds of feedback on each course project, only the 

course portfolio will be graded. Once the instructor of record has graded the portfolio, the 
student may decide to accept that grade for the course, or the student may decide to work 
further on the portfolio and have it re-graded. 
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10. A student could successfully complete a course at any point during the 15, 8, 7.5, or 6 

weeks of the semester/session. Students will be expected to finish projects no later than 
an indicated date on the course syllabus and the course by the end of the 
semester/session.  

 
11. Because rhetorically appropriate and timely feedback is crucial for developing writers’ 

knowledge and skills, students will receive in-process feedback from multiple sources—
classmates, instructional assistants, writing center tutors, tutors provided by the textbook 
publisher, teachers—for each writing project and the full portfolio. We will provide 
detailed rubrics and guidelines for anyone who provides feedback to writers.  

 
12. We are collaborating with the writing center coordinators on the four campuses to offer 

both face-to-face and online tutoring. We have negotiated with the eBook publisher 
(McGraw-Hill) to offer 18 hours of tutoring to each student over two semesters for a 
modest increase in the cost of the book—an increase of $5.50. We are also offering 
unpaid internships to highly qualified students who can develop their resumes by serving 
as tutors. 

 
13. Students will engage in a range of online multimodal learning activities, including 

discussions of readings and course topics, peer review, tutoring, and mini-lectures 
(podcasts and videos).  

 
14. We will use Pearson’s Learning Studio as the course management system for The 

Writers’ Studio. It is flexible, reliable, and user-friendly. 
 

15. We will use the eBook version of The McGraw Hill Guide: Writing for College, Writing 
for Life because it includes many digital tools—online diagnostics and exercises, online 
videos, and 18 hours of tutoring—that are included in the reasonable cost of the book. 
Students will have access to the eBook for four years.  

 
16. Royalties from sales of the eBook to ASU students will be donated to ASU. 

 


