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REVISION to an existing degree, major, minor, certificate, concentration, emphasis or focus

Today’s Date:   1-14-11
Degree   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Major
  FORMCHECKBOX 

   Minor   FORMCHECKBOX 
         Certificate   FORMCHECKBOX 


Concentration/ Emphasis/Focus   FORMCHECKBOX 

Current name of degree/major/minor/certificate/ concentration/ emphasis/focus:
BA in Technical and Scientific Communication (BATSC)
Revised name of major/minor/certificate/ concentration/ emphasis/focus:
BA with a major in Professional Writing
Undergraduate   FORMCHECKBOX 



Graduate   FORMCHECKBOX 

1. Name of person submitting this revision: 
 Jean Lutz

email:  lutzja@muohio.edu
2. Name of Department Chair:


 Kerry Powell

email:  PowellJK@muohio.edu
3. Desire revision(s) to be effective in the following term:   FORMDROPDOWN 

4. Rationale for adding revision(s): 
We propose to revise the existing Bachelor of Arts in Technical and Scientific Communication (BATSC) major to a Bachelor of Arts with a major in Professional Writing that will provide students with the theoretical background, rhetorical expertise, and advanced writing skills needed to succeed in a variety of professional contexts. It is also designed to prepare students for continued study in graduate school.  The current program, as designed, does not have sufficient enrollment to continue. Thus we have too many upper level courses that must be taught but are under-enrolled. We are proposing this revision in an effort to significantly increase the number of majors and generally the number of students in our courses.  The proposed program achieves this goal in the following ways.
•
Broadened focus on professional writing, a well-established and popular field of study nationally that includes technical communication but also includes writing for other professions 

•
Greater flexibility for students in designing their studies by reducing the number of required hours from 52 to 42 and by providing more options within those requirements.

•
Better use of College of Arts and Science resources through increased integration of courses within the English Department and with other programs in the College of Arts and Science.
•
Net reduction in the number of courses that the English Department must offer annually to permit students to progress steadily through their required classes. 
•
Elimination of the need to offer underenrolled, but required courses. (In the current BATSC major, courses are must be offered with enrollments below Department limits because students must have the courses to graduate. In the revised curriculum, no course will be allowed to run with enrollments below Department limits. There are options for meeting some requirements, and in the electives there are extensive options, so if a course doesn't run or isn't offered as frequently, students have other pedagogically sound options.)

•
Lower-level introductory courses (core) courses that will enable students to begin the major earlier in their Miami careers. (The BATSC program’s entry-level course was at the 300-level.) 

•
Greater flexibility for faculty to teach other courses since faculty and instructional resources will be shared with other programs

•
No new resources in terms of personnel or classroom spaces are needed for this revised major.   




5. Revised General Bulletin description (if needed): 
 The Bachelor of Arts with a major in Professional Writing is designed for students who wish to engage with the theory and practice of writing for various purposes and in different media.  Students may choose one of four tracks:  (1) Digital and Technical Communication, (2) Editing, (3) Public Writing and Rhetoric, and (4) Self-Design.  The major requires 42 hours:  5 core courses ( 15 hours); 5 track courses (one required) (15 hours); and four elective courses in any 200-level or above course in the English Department (12 hours).  
Current bulletin description:  
Enrollment is limited to 20 new students each year.  Students can apply for pre-major status in the English department, and then apply for formal acceptance to the major after they have completed (or when they are currently enrolled in) ENG 313 (on the Oxford and Middletown campuses) or ENG 215 (on the Hamilton campus.)  Students must apply to the major before enrollng in ENG 415.  For more information, contact the Department of English, 356 Bachelor Hall (513-529-5221).  



6. List the CURRENT curriculum:
All of the following: 
ENG 302; 
ENG 313 or 215; 
ENG 411/511; 
ENG 412/512; 
ENG 413/513; 
ENG 414/514; 
ENG 415; 
COM 135; 
JRN 201; 
JRN 318; 
CSA 148  
18 hours of professional area courses from pick lists in environmental science, biological sciences, or computer science. 
Total hours for the major=52.
  



7. List the REVISED curriculum:

COURSE LIST

We have revised the curriculum to enable student flexibility in choosing courses that align with their area of interest as well as to eliminate the need to teach under-enrolled but required courses. For example, the required courses are either (1) courses we currently offer and that regularly fill (e.g., 223, 224, 313, 411 or (2) courses for which we have other options so that courses that do not meet Department enrollment limits will not be taught. No courses are prerequisites. Two of the required courses and many of the elective courses (including the open electives in English) are available for students on the regional campus. In addition, beginning in Fall 2011 we have raised the caps in many of the rhetoric and writing classes to accommodate more students.

BATSC Revision:  BA with a major in Professional Writing

42 credit hours

5 core courses (15 hours)

5 courses from a chosen track (15 hours)

4 open electives from any 200-level or above course in English Department (12 hours)
I.  CORE COURSES 

ENG 223 Rhetorical Strategies for Writers 

ENG/IMS 224 Digital Writing and Rhetoric: Composing with Text, Images, and Sound 

JRN 201 Reporting and News Writing 

ENG 411/511 Visual Rhetoric 

ENG capstone (choose one--ENG 415: Capstone in Professional Writing; ENG 495R: Capstone in Rhetoric and Writing)

II.  TRACKS--Choose courses from ONE track, listed below.

DIGITAL AND TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION
One required course:

•
ENG 313 Introduction to Technical and Scientific Communication

Select 4 elective courses from the list below 

ENG/IMS 171 Humanities and Technology 

ENG/IMS 238 Narrative and Digital Technology

ENG 340 Internship

ENG 375 Special Topics in Rhetoric and Persuasion

ENG 412/512 Print and Digital Editing 

ENG 413/513 Grant and Proposal Writing

ENG 414/514 Usability and User Experience

ENG/IMS 416 Writing & Designing for International Audiences 

ENG/IMS 419/519 Interactive Business Communication

IMS 222 Web and Interaction Design 

IMS 310 Usability and Digital Media 

IMS 440 Armstrong Interactive Capstone 

JRN 303 Online Journalism

COM 211 Introduction to Electronic Media Production
EDITING 
One required course; select from the following two:

•
ENG 412/512, Print and Digital Editing

•
JRN 316 Editing and Design 

Select 4 elective courses from the list below

ENG 202 Varieties of English

ENG 225 Advanced Composition 

ENG 226 Intro. to Creative Writing

ENG 302 Structure of Modern English 

ENG 315 Business Writing

ENG 321 Literary Marketplace 

ENG 323 Advanced Creative Writing: Nonfiction Workshop

ENG 340 Internship
ENG 375 Special Topics in Rhetoric and Persuasion
ENG 413/513 Grant and Proposal Writing 

ENG/IMS 416 Writing & Designing for International Audiences

ENG 481/581 Writing Center Consulting 

JRN 350 Specialized Journalism 
PUBLIC WRITING AND RHETORIC
One required course:

ENG 413/513 Grant and Proposal Writing
ENG 375 Special Topics in Rhetoric and Persuasion 

Select 4 elective courses from the list below

ENG 201 Language Awareness and Communication 

ENG 225 Advanced Composition

ENG 245/ COM/DST 247  Rhetoric of Disability Rights 

ENG 315 Business Writing 

ENG 340 Internship 

ENG 412/512 Print and Digital Editing 

ENG 416 Writing & Designing for International Audiences

ENG 419/519 Interactive Business Communication

ENG 481/581 Writing Center Consulting 

AAA 410/ENG 409 Asian/Asian-American Rhetorics

JRN 312/412 Public Affairs Reporting 

JRN 318 Advanced Storytelling in Journalism

COM 301/JRN 301 Journalism Law and Ethics 

COM 354 Media and Society

SELF-DESIGN

Students may devise their own emphasis in the major by creating a self-designed track. In addition to completing the 5 core courses and 4 open electives in English, students in this track may select 5 courses from all courses in the major. Working with their advisor, students will design a course of study with a clearly defined professional writing emphasis and write a proposal that must be approved by the Rhetoric and Writing Committee (a department committee that meets monthly).
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Learning outcomes for the program are designed to teach students to do the following:

•  Learn and apply rhetorical theory to write and edit effectively for professional contexts. 

•  Analyze writing and writing contexts using appropriate methodologies.

•  Write effectively in a variety of professional genres for specific purposes, contexts, and audiences, including multicultural and global contexts and audiences. 

•  Use a variety of technologies for invention, composing, and delivery.

•  Engage in collaborative composing processes and effective project management.

•  Analyze and address appropriately the ethical issues that may arise in writing and writing contexts.

Additional specific learning outcomes for four specialization tracks:
Digital and Technical Communication

•   Write effectively for digital and technical contexts.

•  Analyze and evaluate the ways in which digital technologies influence technical and multimodal writing processes and products

•  Identify and evaluate the ethical and legal responsibilities of writers in technical and digital contexts

Editing 

•  Analyze and evaluate the approaches to editing texts and working with writers, including determining revisions appropriate for context, project stage, and professional ethics and standards.

•  Effectively use a variety of paper and digital techniques and resources for editing.

•  Explain editorial decisions on the basis of rhetorical theory, information design theory, and linguistic conventions and practices.

Public Writing and Rhetoric

• Analyze the rhetorical strategies of a wide range of civic actors, including government officials and agencies, community organizations, and social movements.

• Write effectively in key genres in public writing, including grant writing.

• Write effectively for and/or with diverse publics.
Self-Design

With extensive input from advisor and from faculty in the program, students in the self-design track will pursue learning outcomes specific to their self-designed emphasis in professional writing. These outcomes will need to be approved by the Rhetoric and Writing Committee.




8. Summarize how the new content will differ from the above:
The new curriculum provides a foundation in rhetoric and professional writing through five core courses; then, to provide students with specific competencies, it offers tracks in (1) Digital and Technical Communication, (2) Editing, (3) Public Writing and Rhetoric, and (4) Self-Design. Drawing on existing courses in the department and college, students will develop essential theoretical knowledge and practical experience in writing for professional contexts.

After completing one required course in the chosen track, students choose the remainder of their courses from a pick-list of electives in their track, enabling students (with input from their advisor) to pick electives suited to their professional writing interests. 

Finally, students may select four elective courses from any English department course (at the 200-level or above) to complete their degree requirements.  For example, a student who chooses the  editing track might also take English department electives in literature and creative writing. 


9. Please add any additional comments related to this request:
The revision to this major will provide Miami undergraduates with a degree in Professional Writing that will assist them as they pursue a variety of careers, including graduate study. We anticipate that within 2-3 years this major could sustain 80-150 majors. If current faculty levels are maintained (e.g., no one leaves or retires), then no additional resources or faculty hires are needed for this major. In addition, this revision was developed with extensive input from the program administrators and faculty in ENG, IMS, COM, and JRN.  Currently no CMS courses are listed and none of the courses in the major are cross-listed with CMS, but as the CMS program develops the cross-listing of courses and the addition of possible new CMS courses may occur. We plan to collect data as students enter, participate in, and graduate from the major.  These data will be compiled in a third-year study of the program.


Once completed, please e-mail to: courseapproval@muohio.edu

Note: This form requires approval by the department, division, Graduate Council (as applicable) and University Senate Consent Calendar.  New majors must also be approved by CUC (Council on Undergraduate Curriculum).  Upon submission of this form, the Registrar’s Office will verify the information and forward this request to the appropriate contact.
REV. 08/2010

