
Writing and ID1: The Pomona College First-Year Seminar in Critical Inquiry 
 

The goal of ID1 is to prepare first-year students to participate fully and successfully in the 
intellectual community that is Pomona College, becoming more active participants in their own 
learning by becoming more critical thinkers, readers, and writers.  By the end of ID1, students should 
regard writing as a central component of and vehicle for this intellectual community and should have 
learned strategies for generating, supporting, and sharing their ideas within a community of scholars. * 
 
Writing as Critical Inquiry 
Students should understand writing as a form of critical thinking rather than merely the achievement 
of sentence-level correctness, and should regard learning to write well as a life-long process, not the 
accomplishment of a single semester or even an entire undergraduate career.  
 
ID1 therefore seeks to teach student writers to: 

• Engage with the work of others.  Academic inquiry not only interprets (in the broadest 
sense of the term) texts, images, and data but also identifies and engages with what others 
have written about that subject. 

• Articulate arguments of their own.  Through such engagement, writers develop and 
articulate original positions that emerge from their engagement with the primary sources or 
data (of whatever form) and the scholarly literature on the subject. 

• Present that argument in a sustained and persuasive manner to a specific imagined 
audience.  Academic writers develop an awareness of the intellectual concerns and 
conventions of their fields.  These include assumptions about what make interesting 
intellectual questions and what counts as effective support for an argument, as well as 
conventions of acknowledgement, citation, document design, and so forth. 

 
Writing as Process 
The process of developing and presenting an insightful argument in dialogue with sources, while 
attending to disciplinary (or inter-disciplinary) expectations, usually involves a recursive process of 
drafting, revising, and getting feedback from a variety of readers.   
 
ID1 gives student writers practice in this process by building the following activities into all sections: 

• Researching.  Students read the course texts critically, and are expected to select and 
develop questions and arguments in dialogue with those texts.  In addition, all sections of 
ID1 include some instruction in library research, including the evaluation of sources. 

• Giving and Receiving Feedback.  Academic writers habitually share works-in-progress 
with colleagues in order to reconsider and develop their arguments.  Students learn how to 
become better critical readers of their own prose by responding to one another in seminar 
discussions, classroom workshops, and draft exchanges. 

• Revising.  Students are asked to re-think their works-in-progress in ways that go beyond 
simply editing individual sentences to extend, develop, and modify their arguments and 
how they present, support, and develop them. 

• Editing.  Students are expected to turn in work that has been polished for clarity and 
proofread for correctness; that documents sources appropriately and correctly for the 
discipline in question and that makes effective use of visual design. 

                                                 
* Dara Rossman Regaignon, Director of College Writing, drafted these guidelines in 2006.  This document is informed by the 
following sources: “Writing and ‘Critical Inquiry,’” a document that grew out of the Pomona College faculty’s conversations 
about the place of writing in the liberal arts curriculum between the mid-1980s and 2006; the “WPA Outcomes Statement for 
First-Year Composition”; and the Outcomes Statements (or comparable statements of “goals” for first-year writing seminars) 
from the John S. Knight Institute for Writing in the Disciplines at Cornell University; the University Writing Program at 
Duke University; and the Princeton Writing Program.  A draft was then circulated to the groups of faculty teaching ID1 in 
2005 and 2006 for feedback and revision. 


